Fish And Game Initiative by unknown
University of California, Hastings College of the Law
UC Hastings Scholarship Repository
Initiatives California Ballot Propositions and Initiatives
1-1-1930
Fish And Game Initiative
Follow this and additional works at: http://repository.uchastings.edu/ca_ballot_inits
This Initiative is brought to you for free and open access by the California Ballot Propositions and Initiatives at UC Hastings Scholarship Repository. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Initiatives by an authorized administrator of UC Hastings Scholarship Repository. For more information, please
contact marcusc@uchastings.edu.
Recommended Citation
Fish And Game Initiative California Initiative 1930-f-1 (1930).
http://repository.uchastings.edu/ca_ballot_inits/77
• 
. -
• 
.. . -
•• • 
, ..: .. 
, . 
• 
I 
~, . , 
.. 
.. 
• 
• 
, 
-• -
• 
• 
. . 
• 
• . .
• 
INI 
The Attorney General has summarized the proposed measure as foIlows: 
FISH AND GAME INITIATIVE. Amends constitution, Article IV Section 25Yz, and adds thereto three 
secti0l!s. Creates Fish and Game Commission of five members appointed by Governor; empowers Commission to 
est~bhsh fish and game districts, detelluine what animals, birds and fish are within its jurisdiction, regulate by 
ordmance approved by Governor, the taking, sale or possession thereof, and issue licenses therefor, fix seasons 
and limits within maximums prescribed by Legislature, establish refuges, public shooting grounds and fishing 
wate:~, conduct .investigations of persons, and their books, within its jurisdiction; prescribes penalties, declar <!s 
provIsIOns effectIve January 15th, 1931. 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County (or city and county) oL ..................... _ ................... . ss. 
To the Honorable Secretary of State of the State of California: 
We, the undersigned, registered, qualified electors of the State of California, residents oL ............................ _ ..... . 
, 
............................................................ county (or city and county) present to the Secretary of State this petition and 
hereby propose an amendment to the Constitution of the State of California by amending section 25Yz of Article 
IV thereof and renumbering said section as 25b and by adding to Article IV thereof three new sections numbered 
25a, 25c and 25d, to read as hereinafter set forth in full, and petition that the same be submitted to the electors of 
the State of California for their adoption or rejection at the next succeeding general election or as provided by law. 
The proposed constitutional amendment reads as follows: 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT. 
First. A new section numbered 25a is hereby added to Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Cali-
fornia, to read as follows: 
Sec. 25a. All wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans within the State of California are 
hereby specifically declared to be the property of the people of this state. For the purpose of their proper and 
adequate conservation, there is hereby created a commission to be known as the California Fish and Game Com-
mission which shall consist of five members appointed by the Governor. Within thirty days after this section 
goes into effect the Governor shall appoint one member of the Commission to serve for a term of two years, two 
members to serve for terms of four years and two members to serve for terms of six years, respectively, from 
the date this section becomes effective. Thereafter, upon the expiration of terms of office, members of the Com-
mission shall be appointed by the Governor to serve for terms of six years from the dates of expiration of the 
terms of office of their predecessors, but vacancies occasioned otherwise than by expiration of terms shall be filled 
by appointments by the Governor for unexpired terms only. Members of the Commission shall serve until their 
successors have been appointed and qualified. They shall be chosen upon a non-partisan basis, shall be qualified 
electors of the state, and no person in the employ of or holding any official relation to any person, association, 
firm or corporation whose business is subject to regulation by said California Fish and Game Commission, and 
no person owning an interest in any such association, firm or corporation, or the property thereof, or who is in 
any manner pecuniarily interested therein, shall be appointed to or hold the office of member of the California 
Fish and Game Commission. The Governor shall have the power to remove either of the members for miscon-
duct, incompetency or neglect of duty, after an opportunity to be heard upon written charges. No vacancy in 
the membership of the Commission shall impair the right of the remaining members to exercise all the powers 
of the Commission. The act of a majority of the Commission when in session as a board shall be deemed to be 
the act of the Commission; but any investigation, inquiry or hearing which the Commission has power to under-
take or to hold, may be undertaken or held before any member thereof designated for the purpose by the Com-
mission, and every order made by a member so designated, pursuant to such inquiry, investigation or hearing, 
when approved or confirmed by the Commission and ordered filed in its office shall be deemed to be the order of 
the Commission. 
Members of the Commission shall receive no compensation other than necessary expenses incurred in the per-
formance of their duties, including traveling expenses and reasonable allowance for time spent in hearings, meet-
ings, investigations or study of conditions affecting fish and game, which shall be payable from the funds of the 
Commission. 
The Commission shall select its chairman from among its membership. AIl meetings shall be public. 
Second. Section 25Yz of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of California is hereby amended, to be 
numbered Section 25b and to read as follows: 
Sec. 25b. The legislature shall have power, subject to the initiative and referendum provisions of this con-
• • stttutIOn; 
1. To prescribe the maximum lengths of the several seasons during which the sale, purchase, transportation, 
possession, and use of the different species of wild animals, birds, fish, sh~llfish, molluscs and crustaceans taken 
within the state, or brought thereinto, and the maximum lengths of the s~veral seasons during which the taking 
thereof, within the state, or bringing thereinto, shall be lawful, subject to the power of the California Fish & 
Game Commission to prescribe shorter but not longer periods. 
2. To prescribe the maximum numbers and quantities of the different kinds of wild animals, birds, fish, shell-
fish, molluscs and crustaceans taken within the state, which may be sold, purchased, transported, possessed and/or 
used, within the state during any season and/or any day thereof, and the maximum numbers and quantities 
thereof which may be taken within the state during such periods, subject to the power of the California Fish & 
Game Commission to prescribe lesser but not greater numbers and quantities. 
The legislature shall also have such other legislative powers relative to the conservation, propagation and 
protection of wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans within this state as are consistent with 
other provisions of this constitution and are not expressly herein conferred upon the California Fish and Game 
Commission. 
Wherever in this constitution or in any statute or law of this state, reference is made to section 25Yz of Arti-
cle IV of the constitution, there shall be intended thereby Section 25b of said Article. 
Third: A new section numbered 25c is hereby added to Article IV of the constitution of the State of Cali-
fornia, to read as follows: 
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Sec. 25c. Subject to the provisions of Section 25b of this Article, but unlimited by any other provision ot this 
constitution the California Fish and Game Commission shall have power: 
1. To divide the state into fish and game districts for the purpose of regulation and administration of the 
conservation, propagation and. protection therein of wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans. 
2. To define, designate and distinguish wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans and those 
not of wild nature; game and non-game birds, game and non-game animals, game and non-game fish, commercial 
and non-commercial fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans, and all predatory species thereof. 
3. To provide, establish and maintain sanctuaries and refuges for wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs 
and crustaceans and public shooting and fishing grounds and waters and to acquire the same by lease, purchase, 
gift, grant, condemnation or otherwise. 
4. To fix the periods or seasons during which the sale, purchase, transportation, possession, use or taking of 
wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans shall be lawful and unlawful throughout the state 
and/or within any fish and game district, or portion thereof. 
5. To prescribe the numbers and quantities of wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans 
which may be sold, purchased, transported, used, possessed, or taken, during any season or portion thereof 
throughout the state and/or within any fish and game district, or portion thereof. 
6. To withdraw from sale, purchase, transportation, use, or possession and/or attempt to sell, purchase, 
transport, use or possess any species of wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans taken within 
the state or brought thereinto. 
7. To prescribe the means and manner of seIling, purchasing, transporting, using, possessing, taking and 
pursuing wild animals, birds, fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans. 
8. To conduct investigations, inquiries and hearings of all persons, associations, firms and corporations 
concerning all subjects under its jurisdiction; to examine books, records and papers of all such persons, firms, 
associations and corporations; to hear and determine complaints whether brought on its own motion or other-
wise, to make findings and orders, and to enforce the same by contempt proceedings in the same manner as 
courts of record; to issue subpoenas and all necessary process, and send for persons and papers; and the Com-
mission and each of the commissioners shall have the power to administer oaths, take testimony and punish for 
contempt in the same manner and to the same extent as courts of record. The Commission may prescribe a 
uniform system of accounting to be kept by all persons, associations, firms and corporations whose business is. sub-
ject to its jurisdiction. No order, ruling or decision of the California Fish and Game Commission shall be sub-
ject to review except by the Appellate Courts of this State. 
9. To employ generally and/or specially with or without compensation and assign to duties such legal coun-
sel, deputies, clerical and other employees as the Commission may determine to be necessary for the proper con-
duct of the work under its charge and to fix the compensation thereof, which shall be payable from the funds of 
the Commission. 
10. To issue and revoke licenses for angling, hunting and commercial fishing and to prescribe the conditions 
of issuance and revocation thereof; but fees for such licenses shall be those now or hereafter prescribed by the 
legislature. 
11. Except as otherwise provided by the provisions of this Constitution, all monies realized from the issu-
ance of licenses, fines, taxes and other sources connected with angling, hunting, commercial fishing and the com-
mercial fishing industry, must be expended, as the Commission in its discretion shall determine, for the conserva-
tion, propagation and protection of game fish, and the acquisition, establishment and maintenance of suitable 
sanctuaries and refuges therefor, and public fishing waters and grounds, the conservation, propagation and pro-
tection of game birds and animals, and the acquisition, establishment and maintenance of suitable sanctuaries and 
refuges therefor, and public shooting grounds and waters, and the conservation, propagation and protection of 
commercial fish, and for the administration of the several departments of angling, hunting and commercial fishing. 
12. To make all ordinances, rules and regulations necessary and proper to carry into execution the foregoing 
powers and all other powers vested by this constitution or by law in the California Fish and Game Commission. 
13. It shall be the duty of the California Fish and Game Commission to restore, maintain and increase the 
supply of commercial fish, shellfish, molluscs and crustaceans, game fish, game birds and game animals in Cali-
f • 
• orma. 
Fourth: A new section numbered 25d is hereby added to Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Cali-
fornia, to read as follows: 
Sec. 25d. All legislative powers conferred upon the California Fish and Game Commission by the provisions 
of this constitution shall be exercised through ordinances duly adopted by a majority vote of the Commission at 
public meetings. Every such ordinance when adopted shall be duly certified by the chairman of the Commission, 
published for one week in at least one daily newspaper in each of the cities of Sacramento, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, and after completion of such publication, presented to the Governor, and before the same shall take effect, 
must be approved by him. If approved by the Governor, such ordinance shall be filed by him with the Secretary 
of State and shall go into effect on the fifteenth day thereafter. Any violation of any such ordinance is hereby 
declared to be a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a county jail, not exceeding six months, or by a 
fine not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars or by both, provided however, that the Legislature may prescribe a 
greater degree of offense or penalty for any such violation. 
All existing laws relative to the conservation, propagation and protection of wild animals, birds, fish, shell-
fish, molluscs and crustaceans shall remain in full force and effect until altered, abrogated, or repealed by law 
or by ordinances of the California Fish and Game Commission duly adopted, certified, approved and filed as 
herein provided. 
The legislature shall have full power unlimited by any provision of this constitution to confer upon the Cali-
fornia Fish and Game Commission powers additional to those conferred by Sections 25a, 25b, 25c, and 25d of 
this Article and not inconsistent therewith and shall have like power to abrogate such additional powers so con-
ferred, and likewise shall have full power to pass all laws necessary for the enforcement of the powers conferred 
upon the California Fish and Game Commission by the legislature or by the pr6visions of this constitution. 
The Fish and Game Commission created by the provisions of Section 373e of the Political Code is hereby 
abolished. All of its powers, duties, responsibilities and jurisdiction are hereby transferred to and vested in the 
California Fish and Game Commission created by the provisions of Section 25a of Article IV of this Constitution, 
until otherwise provided by law adopted pursuant to and consistent with the provisions of Sections 25a, 25b, 25c, 
and 25d of Article IV of this Constitution. . . ,.,....,.;..:. .... ,_... . 
Sections 25a, 25b, 25c and 25d of Article IV of this Constitutio~ take effect January 15, 1931. 
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